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NEAR FIELD REPRESENTATIONS OF THE ACOUSTIC
GREEN’S FUNCTION IN A SHALLOW OCEAN WITH
FLUID-LIKE SEABED

ROBERT GILBERT AND MIAO-JUNG OU

Abstract. In this paper, the near-field approximation of the acoustic
Green’s function in a two-layer waveguide is constructed by using a variation
of the method of Ahluwalia and Keller [1]. The relation between the con-
structed multiple-scattering representation (suitable for near-field) and the
Hankel transform representation (suitable for mid-range) is also discussed in
this paper. The construction scheme presented in this paper can be general-
ized for an N-layer waveguide.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In this paper, we show how to construct acoustic Green’s functions for a water
column with fluid-like basement atop a rigid rockbed. The main interest is to
obtain a representation of the acoustic Green’s function which is valid in the
near field. It is hoped with a near field Green’s function, we will be able to solve
the unknown object, inverse problem for an object submerged in an ocean with
a layer of fluid-like sediment atop rigid rock, much in the same way as in [5],
3] for the completely reflecting seabed. In these papers, the method of integral
equations is used, hence the need for an accurate near-field approximation. An
alternate method which could also make use of an accurate near-field Green’s
function is the method of complete families of solutions. The idea of this method
is discussed in [2] by Bergman and Schiffer, but goes back much farther. This
method has been used effectively by Angell, Kleinman, Lesselier, and Rozier
(6, 7] who used the fact that the Green’s function evaluated on a dense set of
points in the interior of the bounding curve of the unknown object provides a
complete family [2].

Our approach makes use of an idea put forth in a paper by Ahluwalia and
Keller [1]. Their method generalizes the method of images representation of the
Green’s function for a homogeneous shallow ocean with reflecting seabed with
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finite depth h, namely
o0 ik\/(xfa:o)QJr(yfyo)2+(zfzo+2nh)2
e
G(x,x) = > (=1)"
V(T —20)2+ (y — yo)2 + (2 — 20 + 2nh)?

n=—o00
ez’k\/(x—xo)2+(y—y0)2+(z+z0+2nh)2 )
)

/@ —20)2+ (y — 902 + (2 + 20 + 2nh)?

where (g, Yo, 20) is the source location and k is the wave number, which is de-
fined as the ratio of acoustic frequency and the acoustic wave speed in the ocean.
This representation is called the ray representation of the Green’s function. This
method can be further generalized to a stratified ocean and the resulting repre-
sentation is called the multiple scattering expansion of the Green’s function [1].
Although it is well known that the ray/multiple scattering representation is
mathematically equivalent to the modal expansion [1], actual computations
with each of these representations can return different results due to truncation
errors. This is especially true for the two extreme cases, i.e. when the point of
measurement is very close to or far away from the acoustic source point.

We are interested in the model of an ocean with a fluid-like seabed. It is
modeled as a two-layered waveguide. Within each layer, the acoustic property
can be smoothly varied with respect to depth. On the interface between the two
layers, there is a jump in the refractive index n(z) := ¢(z)/co and continuity of
acoustic displacement and acoustic pressure are imposed there as transmission
conditions. The modal expansion of the Green’s function for a waveguide of two
homogeneous layers is already given in ([4]). In this paper, we construct the
multiple scattering expansion of the Green’s function. The relation between the
modal expansion and the multiple scattering expansion of the Green’s function
is also discussed.

z=0 Ty
X &
ocean 0,0,z (source)
z=d
fluid-like seabed
z=h

rigid seabed

FIGURE 1. Schematic description of the Pekeris waveguide
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1.1. Construction of the near-field representation of the Green’s func-
tion. We consider a waveguide, which consists of a finite, uniform depth water
column lying over a fluid-like seabed as shown in Figure 1. The waveguide can
be stratified, i.e. the acoustic property is not necessarily homogeneous in each
layer.

We shall use the subscript 1 for the material parameters in the water column
and the subscript 2 for those in the basement; whereas for the ease of notation,
we will use p and p® to denote the acoustic pressure in the ocean and the
seabed, respectively. Moreover, we assume that the acoustic source is situated
in the water column at r = 0 and z = 2z in cylindrical coordinates. Hence,
in the water column, the time harmonic acoustic pressure p(!) must satisfy the
nonhomogeneous Helmholtz equation

1 2 M — _§5(s — M
Ap™ + Eny(2) pt = —=6(z — 20) Sy (1)
In the fluid-like sediment, the acoustic pressure p(?) satisfies the homogeneous
Helmholtz equation

Ap? 4 E2ny(z) p® =0, (2)

where k is a constant defined as k := o with w being the frequency of acoustic
waves and ¢ the reference sound speed. The refractive index function n;(z) in
the layer 7, i = 1, 2, is the ratio of the reference sound speed ¢y and the sound
speed function ¢;(z), which is assumed to be continuous within each layer.

At the ocean surface there is a pressure release boundary condition,
pM =0at z=0. (3)

Across the two-fluid interface z = d(< 0), two transmission conditions are
required such that the normal component of particle velocity and acoustic pres-
sure be preserved,

1 apm 1 op®

lim — = lim —2X— 4
Pyt p1 0z (v.9.2) i p2 Oz (@9.2), @)
lim p(z,1,2) = lim p®(a..2) Q

At the bottom z = h(< 0), the complete reflecting condition reads as

op?
0z

It is convenient to use the Hankel transform

—0atz=h (6)

plka, z) == 2w / Jo(kar) p(r,z) v dr
0

to reduce the dimensionality of our problem, where J; is the Bessel function of
order zero. Imposing the out-going radiation conditions on p and applying the
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Hankel transformation to equations (1)—(6) lead to the following system:

2
88219 V(ka, z) + k* (n1(2)* — a®) pV (ka,2) = =6 (z — %), d<2<0, (7)
2
88219 V(ka, 2) + k* (na(2)? —a) Dka,2) =0, h<z<d, (8)
W (ka,0) = (9)
.1 329 W 195
zligl1+ P1 0z —zligl*E 0z’ <10>
M = 1im @

Ip = I "

op® B
o (h) = 0. (12)

For the ease of notation, we define f(c¢*) and f(c¢™) as

f(c) = lim f(z)

Z—’C

f(e) = lim f(2)

z—C™

for any given function f(z) and fixed number ¢. This notation will be extensively
used in the rest of the paper.

2. THE METHOD OF AHLUWALIA AND KELLER

To demonstrate the singular behavior of the Green’s function, we apply a
variation on the method of images suggested in [1] for a completely reflecting
seabed. To this end, we seek for the Hankel transform of the Green’s function
G(r, z;0, z9) as a multiple scattering representation in the form

G(r, z;0,29) = Z¢nr2

Here 1)y(r, z) represents a direct wave from the source at (0, z9); ¥1(r, z) rep-
resents a wave which has been either reflected or refracted once, and v, (r, 2)
is a wave which has gone through n such actions. A particular nicety of this
method is that the refractive index function n;, j = 1, 2, can vary with respect
to z.

For convenience, we work with the Hankel-transformed system (7)~(12). In
order to construct the scattered waves we need two linearly independent so-
lutions of the homogeneous form of (7). Let us designate these two solutions
in the water column as U")(ka, z) and D (ka, z) as up-going and down-going
solutions respectively, relative to z;. We normalize these solutlons such that
their Wronskian at z = z is —2ik. Similarly, U® (ka, z) and D®(ka,z) are
two linearly independent solutions of (8).

In terms of the convention

zs = max{z, 2}, 2« := min{z, 20},
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the first term in the multiple scattering representation is seen to be

¢U(kaa Z) - —2ik ) d <z < 07

- UY(ka, z-) DY (ka, z.)
0 , h<z<d.

Obviously v, satisfies (7).

To simplify the notation, we will hereafter omit the variable ka in UM (ka, 2),
DW(ka, z), U?(ka, z) and D@ (ka, z).

_ To calculate the next term in this representation we proceed as follows. When

1 is incident upon the water column surface at z = 0, it produces a down-going
wave. Since UM and D™ are linearly independent solutions to a second-order
linear ordinary differential equation, this downward wave must be proportional
to DW(z). For convenience, we write it in the form

Ry DW(z)) DW(2)/(=2ik),

where R; is referred to as the reflection coefficient of the water surface. To
compute Ry, we use the boundary condition at the surface z = 0,

- Ry DW(ka, z) DWM(0)
Yo(ka,0) + ik =0,

which implies

(13)

Similarly, as 150 is incident upon the interface z = d, it produces an up-going
wave in the water column and a down-going wave in the fluid-like seabed.
We denote the first one by RoUW(2)UW(2)/(—2ik) and the second one by
TUMW(2)D?(2)/(—2ik), where Ry is referred to as the reflection coefficient
and 77 as the transmission coefficient on the interface. To calculate these coef-
ficients, we apply (11) and (10) to obtain

L BUD (UM ()

7 +
Yo(ka,d") —2ik
. TlU(l)(Zo)D(Q)(d_)
B —2ik
1 8120 + RQU(l)(ZQ) 1 8U(1) +
(p1 0z ) (ka,d”) + —2ik p1 0z (d7)

. TlU(l)(Zo) 1 8D(2) d_)
- —2ik py Oz '
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These equations yield

DW(d+) D(Z)(d—)

U(l)(d+> d | ’

‘Cl %) @) (éa’é’f (@) ‘
U(l)(d+) d+)
no 5@ ‘(ﬁ?ﬁ)w
U(l)(d+) d ;
(5 52) ) —(:ﬁg? (@)

We conclude that ¢ is given by

. fh DM (2) DY (z) — &U(l)(zo)U(l)(z), d<z<0,
ka, z) = —2ik 2ik (14)
Uy (ka, z T
-2t

For 1y, as is shown in Figures 2(a) and 2(b), there are only four possi-

Sea Surface Sea Surface
(1) ¥
z 0
Interface Interface
\‘ ) ;
Seabed \\// Seabed
(a) (b)

FIGURE 2. Schematic construction of 1/;2

bilities. For cases (1) and (4), by a similar argument as before, we write
this up-going wave as Ry DM (20)UW(2)/(—2ik) and the down-going wave as
Ty DM (29)D?(2)/(—2ik). To compute Ry, and Thy, we use the transmission
conditions to obtain the system

UD(dY)Ryy — DP(d7 )Ty, = —R, DY (d),

1 oUW 10D@Y 1 oDW
(575 ) 0= (5,55 ) ot = = (G155 @)

The above system implies

Roy = Ry R, (15)
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Tos = RiTh. (16)

For case (2) in Figure 2(b), denoting this down-going wave by RapU™M (2) x
DW(z)/(—2ik) and considering the pressure-release condition (9) lead to
RoUD (20)UM(0)  RoeU M () DM (0)
—2ik —2ik

=0,

that is,

UM(0)
RQQ = _R2ID(T(O> = RlRQ. (17)
We denote the wave for case (3) in Figure 2(b) by RosUW (20)UP9z. Since in
the calculation of ¢y, the incident wave for (3) has already been found to be
TUM(2)D®(z)/(—2ik), we use the boundary condition (12) at z = h to get

oD@ oU®
TlU(l)(ZQ) (h+) + RQgU(l)(Z’o) 92 (h+) =0. (18)
Define B as
aD®@) (h+)
Bi=—-9__7 19
agf) (h+) ( )
then Rs3 from (18) can be written as
R23 == BT1 (20)
Combining the results, ¥ is given by
RiR RiR
. 2 DW () UM (2) + =2 UV (2)DWV(z2), d<z<0,
Un(ka,z) = pAHE iyl
ok DW(2)D? (2) + ok UD(2)UP(2), h<z<d.

To construct 3, we consider all the six possible cases as shown in Figure 3(a),
3(b) and 3(c). The up-going wave (6) represented by T3sU™M (20) UM (2)/(—2ik)
and the down-going wave (5) represented by Rz;UW(z9)D®)(2)/(—2ik) can be
determined by applying the transmission conditions to get

T3 =T\ B1>,
R35 == TlBR5.
Here T5 and Rj5 are given by
U (d™) —D@(d™)
1 9U® - 1 9D® _
L) o )
2 UMD (d+) —D@(@) |
UM 9D2) _
(L252) (@t = (L252) (@)
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FIGURE 3. Schematic construction of ¢

UM (d+) U@ (d)
oo @

Ut(d) -DP(d™) |
o (e

Applying similar arguments to case (1) to (4) in Figures 3(a) and 3(b), we

obtain the following representation of each individual wave:

Wave (1) : ]j2R; DW(z) DM (2),
Wave (2) : R_lg;lf DW(2)UP(2),
Wave (3) : }_212?5 UM (2) UM (2),
Wave (4): falialy UM (2)D?(z)

Using these six waves, 13 is represented as

ng(l{ia, 2)
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BB D) (2) DD (2) + BEU D (20) U D (2) 4 LEL O (2)UD(2),

d—Qik —2ik —2ik
o <z<0
OB DM (20) U (2) + BLLUWM () DA (2) + BEEU M (%) DA (2),
h < z<d.
Sea surface

A‘ R T.
2
B \/ 2 / Interface

Rs / i Seabed

FIGURE 4. Schematic description of the six coefficients in the
two-layer waveguide

Sea surface

Interface

\ -

FIGURE 5. Schematic description of one of the rays in
7. It can be represented by using the six parameters as

R\T\BT3R,RyR, DY (%)) D@ (2) /(—2ik)

By induction, it can be shown that any possible wave can be uniquely repre-
sented in terms of the six coefficients Ry, Ry, Rs5, T1, T5 and B defined as before.
A schematic description of these 6 numbers is given in Figure 4. For example,
the down-going wave in Figure 5 is RyTy BTy Ry RyRyDW (2) D?)(2)/(—2ik).
Therefore we may construct Un,m=1,23,... by the following scheme based
on a tree structure. The tree structure is built by the four rules:

(1) Ry always branches out to 77 and R in the next level of the tree.
(2) Ty can only be followed by B. Ry can only be followed by R;.

(3) B always branches into 75 and Rs in the next level.

(4) T can only be followed by R;. Rs can only be followed by B.

We divide the waves in v,,, n > 1 into two groups: one group includes all
the waves which have DM (z;) as part of the coefficients and the other group
includes all the waves involving U™ (z). For the first group, the root of the tree
is Ry and the tree is shown in Figure 6(a). The other group contains two trees
— one starts with Ry and the other starts with 7. These two trees are shown
in Figure 6(b). Using these tree structures, ,, n > 1, can be constructed
by tracing every path from the root (level 1) to the nodes at level n. For
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example, the length-four path R;-Ti-B-T5 of Tree (a) corresponds to the wave
BABL D) (29)UM(z). After all paths of length n in all the three trees are
traced, 1, (z) in d < z < 0 is then given by the sum of all waves which contain
UM (2) or DM (z), and ,(2) in h < z < d is given by the sum of all waves
which contain U®)(2) or D@)(z).

Rl RZ Tl
B R, T R, T Rs
Tz Rg T R, B Ry R, B
T, Rg T, R, Ty R, T, Rs
R, B .
T, R, T, Rs T, Rs T, R,

FIGURE 6. Tree Structure

The ray representation is then obtained by inverse Hankel transforming
> 2o Ui back.

3. RELATION BETWEEN THE MULTIPLE SCATTERING REPRESENTATION
AND THE HANKEL TRANSFORMED REPRESENTATION OF THE GREEN’S
FunNncTIiON

The multiple scattering representation constructed in the previous section can
actually be derived in a simpler way by using binomial expansions as presented
in this section.

It is known that the Green’s function for the system of (7)—(12) can be con-
structed by using two functions f; and f» such that both of them satisfy the
differential equations (7), (8) and the transmission conditions (10). Further-
more, fl satisfies the boundary condition (9), whereas fQ satisfies the boundary
condition (12). Because {UM, DM} and {U® | D®} are linearly independent
solutions of (7) and (8), respectively, we can write f; and f, as

ji = UY +RrRDY,  d<z<0,
Y71 aUP +8D®, h<z<d,

7= AUD 46DV d< 2<0,
270 D@4+ BU® | h<z<d.
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Here R; and B are defined as in (13) and (19). To determine the constants, we
apply the transmission conditions (10) and (11) to obtain

UM (d+) D@ (d™) DW(d+) D@ (d~)
) (o) [0 | o) ()|
) (1)
1 8U® (d_) 1 8D® (d_)‘
p2 0z po Oz
UM (d+) D@ (d™) n DW(d+) D@ (d~)
(F22) @) (£B2) @) |7 ] (2282) @ (;ﬁzi”)
: i ().
R ) (5% <d—>‘
p2 Oz p2 0Oz
DW(d+) D@ (d~ 5 DW(d+) D@ (d~)
TI(EBE) @ (F5E) @) |77 (%) @ (,};”Si”)
(L22) (@) (2282) @)
‘ U(l)l(d+) D(2)2(d_) 5 U(ll(de) D 2d '
s L)@ (o) o |77 (o) @0 (%) @

U(l)(d+) D(l)(d+)
(1) )
(pilagz ) (d) (p%agz ) (d*)

In terms of f; and f,, the Green’s function G(z, z) is

Glo ) — 1A
’ (flafZ)(ZO)

where W (f1, f2)(20) is the Wronskian of f; and f, evaluated at z = zy. There-
fore, for zy in the ocean layer, i.e., for d < zy < 0, we have

é(z,zo)
(UM (25) + RiDW(25)] - UM (22) + DY (2.)] .
_ —2ik(1 — Ry - 1)  d<z<0, (21)
L [UW(2) + R DW(2)][DP (2) + BUP(z)] h<s<d

—2ik(1 — Ry - 1) ’

The key step in connecting the above expression of the Green’s function with
the multiple scattering representation in d < z < 0 is to identify § with the
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following combination of the parameters listed in Figure 4

BT, T
LR, 4 212 922
5 2t BR; (22)

2 )DW (2

Applying the binomial expansion to the first function in (21), the coefficient of
the term UM ( <) becomes

X N CF(RyRy) .
_2@k+ZZ 1_222151 (ZTl BR5)]BT2Rl> ) (23)
=1 [=
3
k.
= (k-

(24)

Similarly, the coefficient of UM (2)U™M (z.) i

n (21) is
Ry = T\B(RsB)’T)
—2ik * Z —2ik
7=0
oo k Ok(RQRl)Z k=l .
+3 ) Z—Tk Z Ty(BR;)™ BT\ T, ZTlB(Rg,B)JTQ
k=1 =0 = ]:[)
[e%¢] k Ck(RQRl)l o0 k-1
+ ) I—T T\(BRs)"BT\'T» |  Ro, (25)
k=1 1=0 m=0
and the coefficient of D™ (z5)DM (z.) is
. Rk k1
1 1 k
T\(BRs)’ BT,R . 26
“oik + “oik ;;Cl (R2R1 (; 1(BRs) 2 1) (26)

Finally, the coefficient of D™ (25) UM (z.) is

o k k—l
Cl (R2R1

E E —_— E T\(BRs)’ BT,R .

£ L —9ik ( 1 5) 2 1>

For the Green’s function in h < z < d, applying (22) and the identity

1T
5§ 11— BR5’

followed by binomial expansions, we obtain the series expansion of the coefficient
of the term UM (2)U®(z) of the Green’s function G(z, 2) in h < z < d

ook
1
—7 2. ClmR)'TLB
k=0 1=0

> (RsB)™. (28

T,R\TiB (R;B
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In a similar fashion, the coefficient of the term U™ () D®)(z) can be written
as

—;ik i i CH(RoRy)'Th | BT Ry T, i(BRQ _ i (BR5)™, (29)
k=0 1=0 n=0 —_
and for D(l)(zo)U(2)(z) we have
_szzzq (RoR)'Ty | BLR, T i(BR5) _ i (BRs)™ - B.  (30)
k=0 1=0 n=0 m=0
Finally, the coefficient of the term D™ (z,)D®) () can be expressed as
~ =l o
_% ZC’“ (RaR)'Ty | BLR\Ty Y (BRs)"| > _(BRs)™.  (31)
k=0 (=0 n=0 m=0

Clearly, there is a one-to-one correspondence between each of the terms in these

expansions and the waves constructed by using the tree structures in Figures
6(a) and 6(b).
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